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Topic 1.--In terms of seasonal scale, temperature effect dominates the 
annual change of steric height in the open ocean whereas salinity effect 
controls it along the continental shelf. Large portion of the annual change of 
height relative to the 1000-db surface is contained in the upper 100m layer. 
However, in interannual scale large anomalies of steric height in the open 
ocean, are more often than not, caused by halosteric rather than thermosteric 
effect. At least in the open ocean the heights are almost totally determined by 
the behavior of deep water. Their interannual variability appears to be related 
to the cumulative effect of Eckman pumping. 
Topic 2.--There is a "trend" that over the past 28 years the water at 
Station P has warmed. Least-square analysis indicates that this warming may be 
significant but shortening of the time-series data by approximately 10 years 
fails to show that this is the case. These "trends" have to be interpreted with 
care. The warming may be "apparent" in that it is not indicated clearly in the 
deepisopynal surfaces which, during the above period, have deepened. Thus 
warming at the isobaric surfaces may be the effect of the downward migration of 
the isopynal surfaces. 
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